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A broad toothy grin remained on 7 year old Peterõs 

face the entire time members of CICõs staff and 

Board, his worker from Families First Network, and best 

of all his daddy sang a special lullaby to him while swinging 

him in a quilt hand -made by one of our talented donors. 

Though Peter was all smiles, tears welled up in many of 

the adultsõ eyes as we all realized that father and son 

were back together as it should be!  

It had been a long four years for Daniel, Peterõs dad. His 

last memory of his son, prior to Peterõs placement with 

CIC, was when his son ran across a field and 

jumped in his arms. It was on that day Daniel 

heard his son and ex -wife were moving from 

South Carolina to Florida. Unfortunately, when 

Peterõs mother was no longer able to care for 

him, Peter was placed in foster care. When 

that placement ended, Peter found a new home 

and second family in The Childrenõs Neighbor-

hood. 

During Peterõs stay, his young faith grew and 

grew. Peter enjoyed attending church and 

faithfully went on Sundays, Wednesdays, and 

any other time we said, òLetõs go!ó Shortly be-

fore he left, he approached our staff and 

asked to be baptized. It was our joy and pleas-

ure to see Peter choose to follow Christ, and 

with that outward sign show the world how 

Jesus changed him on the inside!  

Although Peter only stayed with us approximately a 

year, when asked how long he had been here, Peter re-

plied, òAbout a million years.ó We all laughed but a piece 

of me knew one year away from home is a long time for a 

child even when you love where you are. My heart leapt 

with joy when I saw Peter run across the Blessings 

House lawn and jump into his Daddyõs arms once again. 

Jumping for Joy! - Dr. Judy Manning  

Many Thanks to Our Medical Community  
We send a very special thanks to our medical community for provid-

ing quality help, healing, and hope to our children. Regardless of how 

you help us provide that childõs smile, please know we appreciate 

every moment of hope you provide! Our medical community has 

really stepped up and taken a personal interest in caring for our 

children. Our heartfelt thanks go to Dr. Keith Krist and all of the 

pediatricians and staff at White -Wilson Medical Center. For eye 

care, we thank Dr. Keith Amiel of Amiel Eye Care and Dr. Karen 

Stein of Stein Eye Care along with their staffs and Family Eye 

careõs donation of glasses. Our dental health thanks goes to Dr. 

Howard Goodpaster, Dr. Art Merkle, Dr. Sonny Davis, Dr. Kelly 

Roark and all the staff in their practices as well. Thanks too to De-

nise Johnston and her crew and volunteers at Just For Grins Mobile 

Dental Health Clinic, Childrenõs Volunteer Health Network and the 

many others who have helped keep our kids healthy!  

Our communityõs dream of building a Chil-
drenõs Neighborhood has become a reality!  
Thanks to total community involvement, 
we now have a safe, secure home for the 
abused, neglected and abandoned chil-
dren.  We still have a lot to do but with 
your continued wonderful support to the 
vision, we will be successful.  THANKS!  



Shelter and Blessings House Fam-

ily Foster Home have provided a 

loving and safe home for over 100 

children from the immediate four 

counties.  The Childrenõs Neighbor-

hood has been operating at or near 

capacity and has been consistently 

under budget.  The past Florida 

Director of Children and Families 

and other senior childcare officials 

have called it a òmodel projectó. 

Dr. Judy Manning recently joined 

CIC as the Childrenõs Neighbor-

hood Operations Director, thanks 

to a grant from the Dugas Family 

Foundation.  Dr. Manning is a con-
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CIC Takes Giant Steps Forward ð Ken Hair, Executive Director  

After completing the first full year 

of successful operations of the Chil-

drenõs Neighborhood located in Ft. 

Walton Beach, CIC has taken the 

next giant steps.  On February 7 th , 

CIC was awarded their Department 

of Children and Families operations 

license for 2009 and secured a con-

tract with Families First Inc. for 

foster children placements.  The 

first year of operations was a col-

laborative effort with the United 

Methodist Childrenõs Home, for ini-

tial staffing, training and operations.  

During the first year of operations, 

the Susan B. Wesley Emergency 

summate advocate for childrenõs issues in 

the areas of abuse and neglect.  She is an 

accomplished therapist and an innovative 

teacher devoted to lifelong learning.  

Thanks to St. Simon on the Sound Episco-

pal Church and a grant from the Jessie Ball 

duPont Foundation, Debbie Buchanan as-

sumed the position of Development Direc-

tor last month.  She has vast experience in 

marketing, development and special events, 

training and coordination.  

Susan Sause also recently joined CIC as 

the Education Liaison.  This position was 

made possible by a grant from the Jim 

Moran Foundation.  She has six years of 

teaching experience along with seventeen 

years of school administration at all levels.  

A milestone we take great pride in is the 

recent completion of the Dugas Family 

Foundation Neighborhood Center.  The 

great support from the Dugas Family Foun-

dation and the Dugas Family is a wonderful 

example of concern and commitment.  

Another significant milestone is the com-

pletion of the Kidsõ Clubhouse Recreation 

Center in memory of Tommy Sandefur and 

made possible by support from Crawford 

Sandefur.  The Kidsõ Clubhouse will give 

the children a place to have indoor group 

activities, birthday parties, tutoring ses-

sions, movie nights, computer training/

games and a childrenõs library. 

We will dedicate the Dugas Family Founda-

tion Neighborhood Center, the Kidsõ Club-

house and the recently completed Charles 

Davis Rigdon pavilion, on May 21st  at our 

Neighborhood Celebration.  I hope all our 

many friends and supporters can attend.  

Additionally, the construction began on the 

next Family Foster Home, Sue Sueõs House.  

This was made possible by the support of 

the Dr. Doug Porter Family and the Destin 

Charity Wine Auction Foundation.  

We continue to take GIANT STEPS in our 

development and progress.  With your con-

tinued support and Godõs blessings, to-

gether we will provide a home and safe 

haven to hundreds of children in crisis.  
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Katie had the Baby! 

Lauren Alexa Cro-

well was born on 

April 2, 2009, at 

Eglin Hospital at 

11 :09p.m. !  She 

weighed 8lbs. 3oz. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 

Katie and Matt!  

Happy Birthday 

Lauren! 
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Community Golfers Help Raise Critical Funds for Kids!  CIC Baby!  

Change for Children  
Who says pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters canõt 

feed and clothe our children? Certainly not the 

Okaloosa and Walton County School Districts! To-

gether they raised over $41,500 through Change 

for Children .  

Okaloosa County raised $30,000 with Niceville High 

School, Lewis Middle School, Florosa Elementary 

School and Laurel Hill School raising the most in 

their categories, while Walton County raised 

$11,500. 

Thanks for the support of the Principals, Teachers 

and Students, the Alpha Delta Kappa Members, the 

Retired Walton County Teachers, the Superinten-

dent of Schools, and our sponsors -  Bay Area 

Awards; Coastal Bank & Trust; Helen Back; First 

National Bank of Crestview; Flowers & Gifts by 

Vivian; Niceville Community Center; NHS FEA; Peo-

pleõs National Bank of Niceville; Publix (Crestview, 

Destin, FWB, Mary Esther); Ann Teel Hatcher, 

State Farm; and Winn Dixie Bluewater Bay.  

Thanks to great community support, the 3rd Annual CIC Childrenõs 

Neighborhood Charity Golf Tournament raised an estimated $40,000 in 

contributions and in -kind donations of prizes, food, services, signs and 

support!  The tournament was held  at the Ft. Walton Beach Golf Club 

and was presented by Dooley Mack Constructors of Northwest Florida.  

The golf tournament format was a best ball select shot and golfers com-

peted for a wide array of wonderful prizes.  Congratulations to the team 

of Chris Sehman, Bill Ely, Geno Celano and Danny Bilger, who won the 

event with a net score of 58.  

Dooley Mackõs support to the abused, neglected and abandoned children 

of our community for the second consecutive year is a true commitment 

of caring.  Dooley Mackõs support and our other major sponsors; Impact 

Graphics Sign Co., Lesgo Personal Chef and Helen Back were instrumen-

tal in the success.  All proceeds from the tournament will help feed, 

clothe and care for the children of The Childrenõs Neighborhood. 

This is a wonderful show of support to our kids living at the Childrenõs 

Neighborhood.  We thank the participants, sponsors, committee mem-

bers, staff and the entire community for all they do for our at -risk chil-

dren.  

Photo by Jean Dutton:  

Ken Hair, CIC Executive Director, presents the first place trophies to 

the winning team of Chris Sehman, Billy Ely and Geno Celano.  

Tommy Bahama White Sands Golf Classic  
Golfers from the community came out in force to have fun and 

support the CIC Childrenõs Neighborhood at the recent Tommy 

Bahama Tropical Cafe White Sands Charity Golf Classic.  The 

charity tournament raised over $26,000 to help feed and clothe 

the abused, neglected and abandoned children of the community.  

After the event, golfers filled the Tommy Bahama Tropical Cafe 

Restaurant located at Grand Boulevard, Sandestin, for a full sit -

down dinner and awards presentations.  All amities were included 

in the registration fee.  This was the first year of the event and 

October 12, 2009, is the date for the next tournament.  

According to Mario Mardones, restaurant general manager, òThe 

event was a total success and the restaurant was at maximum 

capacity for the awards 

dinner.  Weõre very glad 

to help Children in Crisis 

and the abused and ne-

glected children of our 

community.ó 

Pictured in photo, left to 

right:  Mario Mardones, 

General Manager Tommy 

Bahama Tropical Café 

and Ken Hair, CIC Ex-

ecutive Director  


