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  T., C., & C. on the beach at 

Christmas time  

We òInpresheató You, a note 

from Dr. Judy Manning  
Sometimes, our òadultó words cannot 

begin to express how our kids feel 

about The Childrenõs Neighborhood. 

With that thought in mind, instead of 

an article from me, hereõs a thank you 

note from an eight year old child we 

served at Blessings House for over a 

year. Although now reunited with their 

father, she and her two brothers still 

keep in touch through phone calls on an 

almost daily basis. Please know that her 

thanks echoes our thanks to the com-

munity as well. We could not be a source 

of help and hope without you!  



Thanks to our supporters, CIC Continues to Move Forward  
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A Message From the President of the Board ð Loyal Weaver  
 It is  quite a privilege to serve as President of Children In Crisis, Inc. (CIC) and a significant personal challenge 

to follow  two amazing, founding member Presidents, Sharilyn Darnell and Mack Gay.  What they accomplished in their 

few years in office is exceptional.  This non -profit corporation was founded in 2002 by a group of caring people with a 

passion for helping children.  They recognized the critical need for emergency shelter and a continuum of care for chil-

dren in the foster care system.  After incorporation in 2003, CIC has worked diligently to build and operate a Chil-

dren's Neighborhood which is a premier residential facility, providing superior service to our four county community 

(Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa & Walton counties).  The CIC Emergency Shelter is an outstanding  model of the latest 

state -of -the -art concepts of providing emergency care for those children escaping from traumatic, dysfunctional family 

experiences. The Neighborhood's Group Homes provide the best possible loving, comfortable,  & secure surroundings 

for those children requiring continuing care after they are released from  the Emergency  Shelter.  

 In my short time as President, I have been very impressed by the outstanding performance of the Executive 

Director, Ken Hair, the Director of Operations, Dr. Judy Manning and the dedicated, very professional staff at the 

Childrenõs Neighborhood.  They give me confidence we can sustain the momentum to continue the development of the 

Children's Neighborhood and sustain its operation well into the future.  

 CIC is now embarking on an exciting new program to provide care for those children aging out of the Foster 

Care program at age 18.  We are working with the State Department of Children and Families and the Okaloosa County 

Opportunity Inc. to build a Teen Transition Center on The Neighborhood campus.  This will provide the services re-

quired to assist teens, 17 to 22 years old, with safe, comfortable and affordable housing, the completion of their educa-

tion and embarkation into a successful adult life as independent members of society.  This program will be a model for 

our state and perhaps the country .    

 We will continue to rely on our wonderful "Village" of support to make this program work and to build op-

erational sustainment funds to insure the bright future of CIC!    

 

Thanks to our many supporters, do-

nors, volunteers, faith organizations, 

Board and staff, CIC continues to 

make great progress! The Childrenõs 

Neighborhood has provided a loving 

and safe home for over 150 children 

from the immediate four counties.  

Equally important, weõve kept 100% 

of our brother and sister sibling 

group families together.  

Unfortunately, our flat economy has 

given us tremendous challenges in 

securing the necessary funds to 

maintain and sustain the operations 

of The Childrenõs Neighborhood.  We 

continue to find ways to cut costs 

and do things in a more efficient 

manner.  Weõre doing very well and 

our administrative costs remain one 

of the lowest anywhere at about 8%.  

As you can see by our Newsletter, 

Weõre continually adding fundraisers 

and trying new programs to keep up 

with the need.  We have been blessed 

but we need your help now more than 

ever to continue our worthy mission of 

providing homes to the abused, ne-

glected and abandoned children of our 

community. 

Sue, Sueõs Cottage, our next home, will 

open in April.  We have scheduled a 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on April 30, 

2010 at 10:00 am to dedicate the 

home and celebrate this significant 

milestone.  Construction was made 

possible from the Dr. Doug Porter 

Family 

and the 

Destin 

Charity 

Wine 

Auction 

Founda-

tion.  

Thanks 

to a grant from the Department of 

Children and Families through Oppor-

tunity Inc. and a donation from the 

Destin Charity Wine Auction Founda-

tion, weõre making great progress on 

Opportunity Home.  We plan to open 

Opportunity Home in July, 2010.  

This is a teen transition home for 

those foster children that are behind 

in school and turn 18 before graduat-

ing from high school.  

Foster 

chil-

dren 

aging 

out of 

care is 

the 

largest 

percentage group of homeless under 

the age of 30.  Weõll offer these 

youths a safe, secure home, a sup-

port system and guidance so they 

will have an opportunity to be suc-

cessful adults in our community.  

Thanks again for your awesome sup-

port to CIC and the children.  You 

have made a difference in the lives 

of so many children and we are for-

ever grateful.  THANKS!  
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Kiwanis of Niceville - Valparaiso 

Helps CIC  
The Kiwanis Club of Niceville -Valparaiso donated 

their time, talents and hard work during a recent 

workday to help make The CIC Childrenõs 

Neighborhood look great. Workdays are held 

every Saturday morning to maintain and improve 

The CIC Childrenõs Neighborhood and every fifth 

Saturday the Kiwanis Club of Niceville -Valparaiso 

does their part in helping the community by vol-

unteering for Children in Crisis.  Their efforts 

help to ensure that CIC is able to keep providing 

the best neighborhood possible for the children.  

The President of Kiwanis Club of Niceville -Valparaiso com-

mented, òWe have a wonderful membership thatõs always 

ready and willing to roll up their sleeves to support a worthy 

causeé Itõs all about the kids!ó 

The Kiwanis Club of Niceville -Valparaiso meets every Thurs-

day morning at 7:00 am at the NWFSC K Building for a full 
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breakfast, a program of interest and fellowship.  The 

Niceville community is invited to attend and learn more 

about the numerous projects to support the children.  

CIC Hosts Disney Volunteer Day  
Children in Crisis, Inc. recently participated in the Give a 

Day Get a Disney Day program on Saturday, January 23 rd .  

Volunteers sign up to volunteer in their community and in 

return receive a free ticket for one day to a Disney theme 

park.  Over 60 volunteers chose Children in Crisis.  The 

workday included multiple projects on campus.  Some helped 

clean Sue Sueõs Cottage, a foster home that will open in the 

next few months. Some helped dig trenches for the gas line 

to Sue Sueõs Cottage. While others helped by laying pine 

straw around the grounds and pruning hedges.  Still others 

were helpful in other areas.  The workday was highly suc-

cessful, and Children in Crisis is grateful for the dedication 

and hard work that was put in by these dedicated volunteers.  

Photo: Volunteers helping to dig trenches for the gas line to 

Sue Sueõs Cottage.  

CIC Breaks Ground on New Home  
Children in Crisis, Inc. broke ground in January on a 

transition home for teens.  This is the fourth home for 

foster children that will be built in the Childrenõs 

Neighborhood. The home will be named òOpportunity 

Homeó.  About 100 donors, family members, volunteers, 

and community supporters attended the ground break-

ing event. The major construction sponsors for the 

home are the Opportunity Inc. and the Destin Charity 

Wine Auction Foundation.   

The Teen Transition home is for teens that age out of 

the foster care system but are still in high school.  The 

teen transition home will help prevent the student from 

dropping out of school and becoming homeless.  

Photo: CIC members, board members, donors and sup-

porters help break ground on new home.  



Faith Community Committee News ð Susan West  
The mission objectives of the CIC are to provide housing and to establish hope for our abused, abandoned, and ne-

glected children.  We have asked the local Faith Community to help us achieve these objectives.   Since our inception, 

the Faith Community has very faithfully been involved in all aspects of the CIC and childrenõs lives have been changed.  

Thank you so very much.  

To support the second of these objectives we have formed the Faith Community Committee (FCC).  The FCC is working 

very hard to make contacts with as many churches as possible.  The FCC has invited the churches to learn who we are 

and what we are doing, and then to determine how to involve the Neighborhood in their ministry.  Opportunities include:  

-conduct a special service and/or a special event for children and take a love offering to support the Neighbor-

hood 

-conduct a mission trip to the Neighborhood (especially with their youth)  

-conduct  a special activity for the children at your church, off campus, or on -campus, outdoors or in the Kidõs 

Clubhouse. (Bring your children to the Neighborhood.)  

The churches are responding very generously with monetary contributions, material goods (food, clothing, household 

supplies, school supplies, toys, etc), and volunteer services to help house, feed, clothe and support the children.  

-Five churches or ministerial organizations have scheduled (or are scheduling) mission trips of several days to 

the Neighborhood to assist the staff, mentor and teach the children.  (We can schedule more.)  

-First United Methodist FWB conducted a concert and collected over $2000 for the Neighborhood.  

-Two churches have committed to do lawn service on Saturday each month this year. (We need commitments 

for two other weeks each month.  

-Birthday functions and monthly functions are each planned by 12 different churches;  

-Vacation Bible Schools at three different churches are scheduled.  

-Several churches have conducted (and are planning) food drives to keep the Pantry stocked.  

-Church members are volunteering their time, skills, and services.  

Several events that you can put on your calendar and to which you can bring guests included:  

 Emerald Coast Community Band Concert:  7:00, May 18, Fort Walton Beach Auditorium.  

(A second concert by the ECCB is tentatively planned for Dec 2 at the FWB Auditorium.)  

 Shalimar UMC Music Ministry Christmas Concert:  7:00, Dec 11 at Shalimar UMC.  

Faith Community Appreciation Day (aka:  òFishes and Gritsó) will be held October 22. 

Many changes are occurring at the Neighborhood.  New facilities are coming on -line.  We invite you to come see the 

campus and learn more about what is happening at the Neighborhood.  

Contact us to arrange for a personalized tour,  to learn more about CIC,  to become involved,  or to learn what we spe-

cifically need,   (CIC office at 864 -4242,  or  Walt at 651 -0570/830 -3221). 
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CIC Volunteers Needed  
Children in Crisis and The Childrenõs 

Neighborhood welcomes volunteers to 

help out with various tasks, whether 

it involves fundraising, everyday help 

in our office, weekend grounds main-

tenance work days or helping with the 

children at The Childrenõs Neighbor-

hood!  Please contact the CIC office, 

at 864 -4242 to  discuss volunteer 

opportunities and what you can do to 

help.   

 Please lend your helping hand and 

join the rest of our growing volun-

teer team.   

CIC is so 

blessed to be a 

part of this ac-

tive and suppor-

tive community!  

Thank you for all 

you do!   



Community Golfers Help Raise Critical Funds for Children in Crisis!  
Thanks to great community support, the 4th Annual CIC Childrenõs 

Neighborhood Charity Golf Tournament was the most successful 

ever!  The tournament was held  at the Ft. Walton Beach Golf Club 

and was presented by Dooley Mack Constructors of Northwest Flor-

ida and Waste Management of Florida..  

The golf tournament format was a best ball select shot and golfers 

competed for a wide array of wonderful prizes.  Congratulations to 

the team of Allen Rogers, Jeff Fyock, Ken Haugen and Tony Fabian, 

who won the event with a net score of 55.  

Dooley Mackõs support to the abused, neglected and abandoned children of our 

community for the second consecutive year is a true commitment of caring.  It 

was also great to welcome Waste Management as a major sponsor this year.  

Other major 

sponsors in-

strumental in our success include; Impact Graphics 

Sign Co., Lesgo Personal Chef, Helen Back, Eglin Fed-

eral Credit Union and Buffalo Rock Co.  All proceeds 

from the tournament will help feed, clothe and care 

for the children of The Childrenõs Neighborhood. 

This is a wonderful show of support to our kids living 

at the Childrenõs Neighborhood.  We thank the partici-

pants, sponsors, committee members, staff and the 

entire community for all they do for our at -risk chil-

dren.  

Photo ð Ken Hair, CIC Executive Director, presents the 

1st  place trophy to the winning team of Coltin Electric 

pictured left to right:  Jeff Fyock, Ken Hair, Tony Fa-

bian and Kenneth Haugen. 
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CIC Needs List  
¶ Mini van to transport children   

¶ Household paper goods  

¶ Cleaning supplies  

¶ Wii game system   

¶ Gift cards   

¶ Food for our Pantry  

¶ Illustrated Study Bibles for Kids ð 
Holman Christian Standard Bible  

¶ Flat Screen TV for Sue Sueõs  
Cottage  

¶ The Message//REMIX Bible 2.0 
(for Teens)  

Childrenõs Author, Esther Allen Peterson visits 

The Childrenõs Neighborhood 
A large group of children, tall and small, sat enraptured as award -winning 

author, Esther Allen Peterson, shared her tall tale (based on her little 

boy's  "stories" from three decades ago) at The Children's Neighborhood. 

H e r  e a r l i e s t  b o o k , 

òFrederickõs Alligator.ó , ex-

plained how sometimes those 

seemingly little white lies 

can actually be true! Mrs. 

Peterson encouraged all of 

the children to write early 

and often and keep a per-

sonal journal as we all have a 

story to tell! Special thanks 

to Miss Anita who brought 

us Mrs. Peterson. Thanks to 

Mrs. Peterson for helping us 

learn and grow!   

òEndless Summer Flingó  
Save the Date!  
August 14th, Carolina Shag Party fea-

turing Band of Oz and Carolina Shag 

dancing at The Hilton Sandestin. Call 

the CIC office for information!  


